| HBE R K )P+ o+ 09
G081 ) *&BL- ) .* 1 +&07& -1 -117 $HI08& 112 I( 34-.
1- 2( 3490 &* $1!

6 31L& 7 258 31!
9$0-1' 2* 0% 1&293: : A&3\; - TH) §
< 3.0(=*@@A!



1" R (A

+),-&+ -..[0-.*

! HR(1) S+, 1% ) S BB/ -0.413, 1&!$, O +R&* 43+, I/ +.95.140.' 02 516 ( $7!
+$201( 22 188&, $4%*, $+27 &*93 :1;0$' 2&-*2(F' 2+201;0-: +*,! $<$*1$<-2$D($Q3& |
% .912 19%+7' 1) &(2/ (#1817 B-47$ IBH (&1 +.$.-- B, 1§ R (I<+D$ @

$, O/ +B* 14+, 1B & 1, $B+2H+, 17 H§ 4.2/ F- FHAD, +RT- < &$ 14+, 1/ - */ S+

= 12/ &34 B 1+, 1 B$BI6($ P<+DS 1+ $= 0%, 1& R (1B 1=-) 17 $6-.H 1217 ¢
6+3)0,! 24C&,,&( *$%'4+4$.8ID-)$ H6&(1F+ $." 1(+<B(74-7$ &, 17427 &!

$) A(+ &I-*1&, $AF, $/ S (SIS, O/ R *:1+*,1 40" 082H-+$ > 18* &<&,0+3R/$+ $!
[-* 20 112 1T $=H 27 +24896 125*, 121) + . 7132 1+ 1(+<H=905.1/ (& .$:170'!

[ 40" & 11H* S 1* F1+BH. +25- 34- 403 R *11.- % 1&12 $1%- .3 % FH&(1/-) ) O*&F!
FG$4$8 $.H8

! | *178-2$1(+,:17$4.5'0.921.$4.-, O/ $&!- * AR (1% ) $ 1+, 1) $!

$AY &G ST +. 713 B1&IRP- 15 - 42+BI+ B/ - 2 18%& 11+ 9$, 1871, $3 K |
0 1T $71068B4. -, O/ §L.+*, /(& .$BK- 24BL F4.$ ' 0.5 1+ F<b. 8+BI? *1&/ .S+ §, L. +2B
-GS XRT&!-3$.1% ) $1&I18- F H=<- . &' 08AY 2- 2T $)) $, &+, IH8& 3 1843
$+3&AV5-9&8*11+.-0%, 1&*1*$>' 13-/+3HH&( I' 7*+1-10$L. 1/-))0*&27 1/$*2$:1898&1(2!
'$9) 1+ 1&HBHVE( (- RAT VB Y) + F-*371=1/(&3,.$+, 2($&=HERIBINKS. 7-+$!
&!7-0.I'$2- 3= &, ' 1+, 141911 - 041-+44%+12 18BI( +<& 11/ (& . $+ BINY/ +* 188( +., 1219%- 4
(- %02 18914+ 2- 27 SHR( 1% . 3 425 1H/ $. 2& 1151968 - 028$& 1!+H4+.$ B

! 2B H4.$ 0.8 14, 1) $HSF I +1) 49H&(+, 121) +9$+0 $* 21208
I8 & 12(+2+IBF 2 &, $+2& |- BRAR*'1217-0." $3:17- 0.1=) &:17-0.!

[-) ) O*&r1+ 17 $% .3 BINM, | &R *I1TH, § &&*12 1% 2(+<$/ (& . $* &)+ 5!



#HPPR ' &BI(%) (*&H(,-1.+ .$( %/ 0.$&(,IA&283 " 113 (UbSB!O&HAT &) ,.' 813 YR . H#+!
&"#91(+101.7' /:;&<04!

>1." HOO<ILH 1293 +(/ 0(,|@0+8&3I0(&A)%" ' (@&(, | @9, &&4.+P"
I+ 4<0 1 (1 O: &+PH3 (@HH3 1(11#1<1( &+0(8@#.4<1.4$48!
#13 8004 1! 0B 10LR) . A8A<8l' | Ffpl +$.+7I0LRI7P&+EMA. ' | 8( 13 (@&
3.01(/0I<1.4$865

! ! >1H00L8! . B<8l1# 1) %' BHISE ) .RIALEY) & &+<&l( , 10183 ( @&+B!
@ CR@8H).' ! (LK) ) HU+HH$I & 2@HO<!' +<QA&ISE< .(+H+ 0!
THCIH<L B! 1#) & I: (A3 ( @B IC.83 I(, 118YRA ! (< &DB!IC&3 !
(, 1180816 LHCRIORSIH 08HQS&HAH: (1 03 ((@H+# | @Y (L&2A: / 0C.9G #4D!
H(QL42W (/O3 (@H# 1+ +08) QL&A 1., 11801 (<& 1(/ B: QG &
(PR QRSI+51 1806, &3 SIBIH O+ | SBIE +$I0L(/ 2118 14CI1 &%)
'Op-?!" 1))(% O, 101842101, 13(@&HO( 1HCRI<L( .<& 1#+$1() O+ -8 1#CH!
+(0! &&H#+IRA)A(HD.(+{,11(3 101&8&<.!(+|0(9B@#.++1.4$48: 10(!
L @HS&I1( 3 1(+&. 10 1< @IQ 'GR@ 13 .0L1.OVL( 3 I( +&L." 1 R4 !
ACY3 .00 + & &<&BG &) ,.' 8IH!

|

() S S & #5

!>1.' 17/ .$&1." HHHIR@) O 1(,, &' ) #<&), (U8A) 4 9% ?!: ((LIALRISES." .( H(( 11HCRI<L. 4%+
HSIAQIES (A 1B@HH<L. BB K13 1.<117 &) ,. 819, &BIE.' |.@) (@+0#0A.' !
0)(%0/+.09B.(, , &85! +1#283." 11<(+0& A5 HAH E<*&4'&Y8!)(.+0' (/0! 01#D! +(Q
#<<&)0.+240880.CR4@ . ADTb<0/%! +0(I&DE3." 11<(@ @/+.0%-+$&+<(/%?.+2(+49
(+8IC' .(H(, 4@ DA< @@ +®I<4" & 1.0'$( (Y4q | @+9!3 1(!3 (/ 4': &) %@
<(+06 | QY@

L #+9!(,'08< @a(+) % <29 Q(+' !, (%<0 ( +M , (%RAHQ) 48!
AR +21<( @A) +HHA.A<GHCE N U, . A<&HACK |+

&, (90 '&HO<&I<H; (& (URH<(/ W28 +$.CH #4!1q !<L((' &

' ( BHAL SO0, (+H44@ 4.8 (VA< (+C&%A0()/ +.'1)(%
@HB.+HHABRIAL(" &3 1(!$(+( M #Hogl: # &B!(+#) 0k | Q=B

0)( .0.(+!&03&&B1#001&4$.C.$/#B#+01#+$B1#0!" !
2(($!,(W1&(@Q @/+.08E' 1#9& / 40' [ <11/2?&'0.(+'10&+$!

Q198+, ( %RH#HHSCRHIMA' &+ &(,'ALLBHA(+ 1.) !: &B &&HAL&
<(@@/+.09+3$!10"+(+<(+,( %D .+ PQD & @: &Y+ B<(+0%/0&!0(01&!
HA&HHO ( +1#+$! @HYB. +#ABHO (HOLEOHOR) %8 / @ DIB& . 2+&BI( !

( CRe4( @8B!>1809!, (%&(/ O(,'A&8<( @@ +.®!@H#+9!3 1( 1#8

<t # AI(,\<(+06 / Q+?': (AL!<OGHQC O+ &+889'( 1AL&283 . 1!
<(@@/+.09F i meE <*&4' &% HOH|



#$%4&%0)*!1 %1&, 1%-./01+,298.0*4%0, +B2&E.! % . *,%," +)%&&LN! I A+44.$*!
O+&, &6%) I+7/ 8*9- %*) |- *&&F*&!-+;*1 %PIB(411/-+;*! )*6Y & 21$T1%&U+6;!
131.(7T4%0%o&&2/N! +7/(111$*! "#P4K 11/1$+8*10!,/1! 1/'$+8*6$%@),2!+,)! .*/.4*!
- %0 +4FQ +P8* 13+ UB!6P A &6t I& - * Do *&*: . *OK 6F1+~ 7B+, 1/ O*8*, I/ &B4!
0:6*.1%/,&3) -! 1$1<=%R6/--(,%15> !1#$%1&%0)*1=%44\(6$Y, !-+,5! /3/( 0.0%-+4!
?(*&1%/, @ =$+1%&$*1*+,%," +)!.( Q/&*1/3!/ (Q28* &Y/ =16+ 1=*I7*&U& B*!/ 1H*QY0!
1$*-21+,)! $/= 1=%41 6/,108(111/V( A=/ ) I+,) 16/--(,%15A! IB$/.*! 1$+1BM4&%%)*!
=%4830& -*! 1//4&3 Q+.. 0+6$%,'1$*&?(*&1%/ o +,!/.*,2 1$/*& R1$/('$ 184H,) !
%,1*,1%/, 4521 $(& 0+)*,%,'! 6/--(,% 6+Ph, I7*E=** | +0l *(RA3~ U2+, ) !
6/ - - (, Wasd!! ! ! ! !
Goals of the Curriculum
o #/I(%)*+) 1&../0 1I*/.4*1 %1$%)%&&2/! /3!19480-./01+,1t,) |& OX&!
) *6%&, 2+, ) 1V I$+8*115*- 1) *8*4 . 146/ - - (, 9BV 3&K. ./ Q=900 16*!" O (. !
o H#/* 6/ (OF *6/ (.4 A0 &!.*/ . £1Y1*: . O &KB*A@Y*+&2+, ) 17(R !
6/--(,%6+1%/,!=%1$%/(.4*&2+,)! 7*1=* 16/ (. 4 &0 4 &+, ) &b, B6t, 1
L &190 15048+ &
o H/I1O(,)!15%) %0 &, 1%I() 1% 2*:.4/0 %,1<=%R8+4(*+ & -.1%/,&2+,)!
x0T, &+0 () 115*1) *60h, 1Y 1$48%1/ A, / 1$+8*16$%R O, !
o #/1(,)*08H, ) I IBHITH*OF 140 1< = 0Bl 8+4 * &%8/ 8*) 196**A6H %!+, ) | H+1 150!
08+ H618*10 4!+, ) . 46*1901 15+ I<=0fble/ - - (, 9BII AH. *&L, 1/ 06/ (. &41=9/!

)*6%)*1L/1$+8*B$%LQ/0!, /1! 1/1$+8*B$%),!



| " H9E %

HSYIRY6) 1 Y8+ *+)*). /1] (0&).- 11.(02*&L/ 1&4'2*10*.02%1,$%+3945.(,! 1.+1*%66%+'!
A+)Y AYSR+1$+OBIT+! 1$%2WBHSH194:.] %L 104,%1%04798XT 5452;I5%11.(02* Qe+
& O *1-.[9 1. -MAIL 6*+4+ %) /* 20, % +&5BI<O 4/ %*=11%602b. #2.+' >*/ 9 104/, +*/ &% @P
HE 1) 1, I5*ISF %/ & @421 (02 EBIAH& 9%1 1 99(+%, %6 BS*/*194;] 428I5*1684'2*]
7.9%1 7$.] 4FI0H$X10/. 1*88&. - 1943%-+1$9B8R 1 V58 A48 1.9%+'19. /*14+)19, [*!
199 . +-./17.9*H7 $. 14*I/*4): 1, 1$46*11$%) /*+5( ,14/*1+. 194411 9 9 04) |
[%24,%.$8601 5+1.9%1 O/*+4-+,17% $BI$*20! -14180%/ 91 ) .+./ #4+)1949/48690./4+,!. !
Uo+6USHEI7.0%+] o+, BIAR.+6%/&4,%. &7 * 247 SUBI/* L ' +9B |,$4,1,$*10/. &L, -

&4'2*104/+ Yo+ TU TR Y%H(0! 4))%, %o. HEER *&-. /1, $*98!ICY%+'20F.024185.(2)! 5*!

7$.91,. 1) L$*1* @/ 18 SIAI& 1$1410%/& +08+. | ABABISZ % $+1-419B4d), . [114+7 . /317 O]
$*186 2104/ 904+, 198,5+/*1909 . [*1,$4H, +*186 X104/ 04+ 2, $*; 114+17 . /3!
508

! D.(02*&14+)184'2517.9%+! 7$.1 4P1)*42%47%, B6-*/ %6 2%)], $(&1-41 %+ 5!
0.8806%2%, ., 1546%+1$% 2. /11.(02*Q4+) 186 Z10%. 0217 $. 14/*1, $%3% 145, (!
4). 0,9 1411$% 48b. (2 I5*/*-*//*)1,. 1400/. O/%*1& 00. /,I' /. (O&-. /!, $*&11$. % &4&
$*:1 - R H00+6. 2671, /&, SA1AM) % <+ 1], O | $K1 +*81%+6.26 Yo BU6% AL $%DS. !
048%.2.'%14224E8. 7+81H$" /(0! -41%2%41&b. (D 1%,*/6%7 1*41$10%/& +. /11. (0!
5e-, [*1,$51' /. (01-. /9 &,. 1) * */9 %1 $*U400/. O/ %y *+*&&-. /1, $*' /. (0l4+) 1,. I* @2A%%!,$*!
(/0. &1. -L$*I' /. (014+) 17 $4,17 S*1* @*1,*) 1. -1, $*104/, 04+ &<, ++&;

1 +-O6*+,042% . O*++* 882+, 188



The group should contain between six and twelve people, not including the
facilitator, in order to have enough people in the group to generate energy and differing
opinions around topics of discussion, but to be small enough to allow for personal

attention and building intimacy in the group.

Setting and Facilitation

This group could be offered in a synagogue, a JCC, or independently in a community or
home space, and advertised throughout the Jewish community. Whether the group is
offered through a particular movement or in a pluralistic setting, the facilitator will have
to be aware of the importance of using language that is inclusive of Jews of all
backgrounds, since part of the discussion is about exploring deep-seated, inherited Jewish
values and expectations, which may or not may not be held by a particular denomination,
but may still be very present for certain people in the group.

The facilitator of this group should have experience in group facilitation, pastoral
counseling, and active listening. She or he should have a commitment to and
involvement in the Jewish community. The facilitator should be able to create an
atmosphere of trust, open communication, curiosity about and exploration of feelings and
ideas. The facilitator should be sensitive to the needs of any single people in the group,
making sure it is okay for them to work with each other in partnered activities, or with the
facilitator, if there is only one single person. People who come as a couple should work
with each other for partnered activities, within their couple.

The group would meet for five sessions over a period of nine weeks, every two

weeks. It should meet for two hours, with a break and snacks included in this time. This



will give the group time to bond and create a support network, and give participants time
to do work at home and think through the questions raised by the group on their own as
well as in the group.

!
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Each session should begin with a couple of moments of silent mindfulness
meditation to help people become present in the space. Each session should end with the
group coming back together and each person sharing one short thing that she or he
learned or will think about from that session. In addition, there should be a five-minute
evaluation at the end of each session where the facilitator puts a plus and triangle on the
board, and asks people to say what went well and what they feel could be changed.
Positive feedback is listed under the plus sign, suggestions for change under the triangle,
or delta sign. This way the facilitator can improve his or her work as the group
continues, and the participants will feel empowered to share their experience of the class.

The five sessions are listed below. Each session has a goal or reason for the topic.
Next there are exercises to do with the group in the session. Some sessions include

homework discussion topics or projects.
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0 Be concrete, and imagine a day in those lives. How do you feel in each

fantasy?

Session Five: Conclusion: Where do we find faith?

Making difficult decisions requires enormous faith in yourself, in your ability to
make the right decision for yourself, and often in a number of things beyond yourself, as
many factors that affect the outcome of a decision are beyond your control.

Faith is a huge component of deciding not to have children. One must have faith
that it is the right decision, that one won’t regret it. This faith might be especially hard
since there is little societal support for the decision not to have children.

Faith is also required in deciding to have children. We have no idea what the
future will hold for us or our potential children, and by bringing a life into this world we
are confronted with this uncertainty. Having children can be a proclamation that we have
faith that there is a future to our world, and that it will one day be a better place, even
when much evidence seems to point to the contrary. Not having children can also be an
act of faith—for example, that you have made the right decision for yourself, or that there

are other ways to contribute to the world.

5.1 Share an experience of faith with your partner—a time when you had faith in another
person, a higher power, or an idea.

I Describe the setting, the people involved, the situation.

I How did it feel, in your body, to be in this faith?

I How did you recognize it?
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I Ideas on where the group would be held and where and how one would advertise
for it.

I The time attributed to different sessions: I received some valuable feedback that
sessions three (on ethical wills) and four (VBDM) may require more than one
session each to adequately accomplish their goals, or these sessions may simply

need more time than the others.

I hope that this guide can provide the beginning of opening this discussion for

people, and at the very least bring to consciousness the need for a forum for such a

discussion.

Please send feedback and ideas about this guide to:

Danielle Stillman: dstillman@rrc.edu
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Here are two Jewish voices on the question of having children, Jewish continuity, and
ways of contributing to a Jewish community. After you read them, make a list with your
partner of the values that each person is emphasizing in their writing. Are the values
opposed to one another? Do some of them overlap? Which values do you share? Which

seem less important to you?

"#$96QBH,)$8.6.5/ 0SB’ YIHBS &.G114A5BHTALY )'&+EDLHSL<’ SH8>"-1'
2($ 1< (HO@PHRES ?--&F5BHH+) LA NHIEE (&) SR B2@HLEHIB 4$
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Those who can produce or adopt children should see it as a mitzvah of the highest order
to have more than the minimal number of two, for nothing less than the future of the
Jewish community and of Judaism depends on that. The Jewish community, after all, lost
a third of its members in the Holocaust, and, as I describe in some detail in the section on
contraception, contemporary Jews are not producing enough children even to maintain
their present numbers. Add to these factors the high rate of intermarriage and
assimilation among Jews today, and it becomes clear that we Jews are in serious
demographic trouble as a people. One needs a Jewish education to become an informed,
practicing Jew, of course, but people can be educated only if they exist in the first place.
The mitzvah of procreation, like all other commandments, does not apply to those who
cannot fulfill it; but for those who can, propagation or adoption is literally a matter of life

and death for us not only as individuals and as families but also as a people. (Dorff, 95)
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I know that Jews have special concerns which color their attitudes toward gays and
lesbians, and I would like to address two of these today. The first is the issue of
demographics. There is great concern that intermarriage, the loosening of community
ties and the weakening of Jewish identity are decimating the Jewish population. The
Holocaust or ; ' +96' =+ &ravaged us; our children and the future generation are a major
preoccupation...I am the only survivor of my father’s family. I know the keen sense of
loss in ; #8'02 . 8" § those dreams: the desire to pass on the names of dead relatives, the
desire to regenerate the family.

I also know that the entire burden of fulfilling ; #8 02 . 8 ' $has fallen on ;#
. #" @: .' & the Jewish women, and has put great pressure on Jewish women to bear
children. And though I understand the emotions and concerns which lie behind that
pressure, I feel it is imperative for us to resist this special form of sexism which reduces a
Jewish woman’s value simply to biological function. We have to resist the view that the
most significant contribution a Jewish woman can make to =&;4+%:2Eour people, is to
give birth to a Jewish child....it is outrageous to suggest that those of us who have chosen
to be childless are indifferent to Jewish survival. In fact we have a critical function to
play in maintaining the survival of our community in every sphere of Jewish life, and
bearing children is not always the best contribution we can make. I know of many

women who possess hardly any Jewish identity, are entirely ignorant of Jewish history,
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I Why does Sarah laugh here? Is it a laugh of joy, wonder, or uneasiness? Imagine

what her different emotions might be.

I "HEPE (% ))& %

Judaism also has other founders and leaders who are role models for us. Two such
leaders are Moses and Miriam. Moses leads the people out of Egypt and guides them
through the desert for forty years, to the edge of the promised land. He is considered the
greatest prophet by Maimonides, and has some of the most direct communication with
God that appears in the Torah. While Moses has a wife and two sons, we only hear about
them infrequently. We hear about his first son, Gershom, being born and named (Exodus
2:22), about his wife Zipporah circumcising one of the sons (Exodus 4:24-26), and about
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, bringing the sons to him in the desert (Exodus 18:5-6).
Interestingly, in the list of the descendents of the heads of clans in Exodus 6:14-25, we
hear about Aaron’s, Moses’ brother’s, sons, but not about Moses’ sons.

While this may be seen as a model of a leader who has little time for his family,
what we can take from it is the concept that contribution to and leadership of the Jewish
people does not need to be through your offspring. In contrast to the model put forth by
the avot and imahot, who lead by passing on their legacy to their offspring, Moses
contributes to the whole community in his leadership. His most important contributions

are to the people Israel, rather than to his specific children.

Miriam, Moses’ sister, helps save Moses’ life when he is a baby by arranging a Hebrew

wet-nurse (Moses’ mother) to suckle Moses for the Daughter of Pharaoh. Miriam is
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(Not) Having Children: A Conversation

ARLENE AGUS, BARBARA BREITMAN, TIKVA FRYMER-KENSKY,
DEBRA ORENSTEIN, ELLEN M. UMANSKY, AND CHAVA WEISSLER

“Once, in my early twenties, I saw that I was a speck of light in
the great river of light that undulates through time."”
~JANE KENYON, CONSTANCE

The following is an edited transcript of a conversation at one of two con-
ferences held for contributors to Lifecycles. The paper under discussion
was on midlife.

Arlene Agus: There is a certain invisibility to women who are
not married or women who don’t have children. When I read
essay drafts written for this book—even essays that describe fairly
universal life moments—somehow we are not fully a part of it,
because there is a part of our pain that is not seen or acknowl-
edged. We are very careful to talk about all kinds of lifestyle dif-
ferences and take into account all kinds of permutations, and yet
not having children is rarely mentioned. So, you feel as though
you dropped off the map somewhere, but you don't want to say
s0. It requires you to feel and announce your own alone-ness and
alienation, and you don't want to betray yourself in that way. At
the same time, you want somebody to acknowledge the existence
of this kind of pain,

Ellen M. Umansky: Reaching midlife without children in a
Jewish context is both difficult and important. So are all the per-
mutations: Having children, not having children, having young
children, grown children, aging parents, parents who have died—
all of that significantly changes how we view midiife,

Arlene Agus is the founding director of the Poretsky Foundation,
Barbara Breitman is a feminist therapist in private practice in Philadelphia, an
nstructor at the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work, a trainer on
188ues of cultural, racial, and ethnic diversity, and a long-time activist in the
Jewish Renewal Movement. .
Dr. Tikva Frymer-Kensky is the director of biblical studies at the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and the author of I the Wake of the
Goddesses: Women, Cultute and the Bibilical Transformation of Pagan Myth (Free
Press, 1992) and the forthcoming Motherprayer.
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Tikva Frymer-Kensky: The difference between childlessness
in midlife and childlessness earlier is the profound realization,
once you have reached midlife without children, that you are
never going to have them.

Barbara Breitman: I thought of that last night. I am staying at
my mother’s this weekend. A few weeks back, she gathered all the
eight-millimeter films that my father had taken—literally from the
time of my birth until he died, which is when I graduated from
college. She had all the film transferred to videos. We had not seen
these films for twenty years, and we sat down and we watched
them. It took four hours to run the footage. I looked at myself
change from being a toddler searching for the right end of a lol-
lipop, to being a senior searching for my place in the graduation
line. And I was crying, and we were laughing, and my mom and I'
both felt the entire gamut of emotions as we reviewed the first
twenty-one years of my life together. When I went to bed, my one
thought was, “What am I going to do with these films? I have no
one to give them to.” That's the experience. I was lying in bed,
thinking, “Which of my friends’ children am I close enough to,
that I could give them these videos? Who would look at these
images and laugh about the little baby who became this woman?”
And then I realized that nobody was ever going to look at them
the way my mother and I did. There would be no daughter of
mine, no granddaughter to cherish these frozen moments, to won-
der over the mystery of this time together. And I thought, “Well,
maybe I'll ask in my will, which I have to write now because I just
bought a house for the first time, maybe I'll ask that they bury the
videos with me.”

Arlene Agus: Do you continue to hope that your life will
work out in a normative way (i.e. being married and having chil-
dren), which is a way that you might have preferred? Or, do you

Rabbi Debra Orenstein, editor of Lifecycles, fellow of the Wilstein Institute of
Jewish Policy Studies, and instructor at the University of Judaism in Los Angeles,
regularly writes and speaks on Jewish spirituality and gender studies.

Dr. Ellen M. Umansky is the author of numerous essays and books on women
and Judaism, including the co-edited Four Centuries of Jewish Women's Spirituality:
A Sourcebook (Beacon Press, 1992).

Dr. Chava Wetssler, Philip and Murie] Berman Professor of Jewish Civilization at
Lehigh University, writes about the religious lives of eighteenth century
Ashkenazic women,
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egin to fry to adjust to something that you don't want to face? Or,
avoidance of these options, do you live simultaneously with

oth possibilities? That is what most of us do, and in some ways

that is the most painful choice.

In the Jewish feminist culture, the word “nurturing” is used so

often, and every time I hear it, it's like an arrow through my heart,

Chava Weissler: I am thinking of what you said about “Who
could I leave these films to?” For me, some years ago, there was a
moment of realization when I wondered which of my friends’
children was going to visit me in the nursing home, And immedi-
ately I realized that I could not count on any of them. Of course,
e cannot absolutely count on one’s own children, either. But,
Aere was a moment of saying, “No, they are not my children.”

. Debra Orenstein: We are talking about being single and not
laving children, and invisibility is central to that issue. Part of
ling or being “invisible” is that everyone else looks very “seen”
d large and pronounced to you. A contributor wasg originally
Ing to write about home for this volume: The place of the Jewish
oman in the home, Jewish women as the keepers of kashrut
sher laws) and Shabbat (Sabbath), how home relates to work if
U are a modern Jewish woman, etc. And she found that all she
Id come up with was her tremendous resentment against the
Wish community, for not supporting the Jewish home, for mak-
1g schools and camps astronomically expensive. She pointed out
lat we are-—appropriately—reaching out to unaffiliated and
ermarried Jews, but meanwhile ignoring or shunting aside fam-
es who are already committed, who can’t 8o to Jewish events
cause there'is no childcare, and can’t have another child because
ho can afford it with the price of a day school education? I think
-that conversation juxtaposed with this one because it strikes me
at we—the various “we’s”—experience ourselves as part of a
mmunity that does not see us, that looks right at us, whoever
€ are, and just does not see. Somehow, the “community” never
“Pproves or takes in the people who really make up its member-

_?wﬁmmﬁdmwrmmgwﬁrwnm:mémmr family, which no longer
ists, if it ever did.
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Ellen M. Umansky: Inever felt so young.
Debra Orenstein: I never felt so old.
Chava Weissler: I never felt so single.

Tikva Frymer-Kensky: I never felt myself so much a mother.

2
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