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וְ הִ ּנֵה הַ ְּסנֶה ּבֹ עֵר ּבָ אֵ ׁש וְ הַ ְּסנֶה אֵ ינֶּנּו ֻאּכָל׃
“And behold the bush was aflame with fire, and the bush was not consumed.” Exodus 3:2
“God is the creative flame
That transfigures lifeless substance,
Leaping into ever higher realms of being,
Brightening into the radiant glow of feeling,
Till it runs into the white fire of thought.”
– Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan

וַ יִ ַּפח ְּב ַא ָּפיו נִ ְׁש ַמת ַחיִ ים וַ יְ ִהי ָה ָא ָדם לְ נֶ ֶפׁש ַחּיָ ה׃

“God blew into the human’s mouth the breath of life, and the human became a living soul.”
Genesis 2:7
God formed our souls of air, which feeds flame. Our task is to control our breath such that we
stoke the creative fire within without consuming ourselves. The human endeavor is to become
a burning bush, each of us offering unique, sustainable light and warmth to the world.
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